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01 Chapter 1 

Introduction
The Word Became Flesh
- John One -
The author of the gospel of John is the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit used that "disciple whom Jesus loved" to write this gospel. This disciple was the one who leaned on Jesus" bosom. John 13:23 says, "Now there was leaning on Jesus" bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved." John, the apostle, also wrote First John, Second John, Third John and Revelation. The Gospel of John was written after Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In this gospel John traces the story of Jesus from "the beginning." This gospel was written to produce faith in Jesus, the Eternal Word. John stated his purpose in writing by saying, "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name." (John 20:30-31)

Verses 1-18
The Eternal "Word" of God is Jesus-- John 1:1-18 : Jesus is pictured as "the Word" who was in the beginning with God. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." (John 1:1) The Eternal Word is also pictured as the Creator of all things. "All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made." (John 1:3) Upon earth He was the Son of man; He was Jesus of Nazareth. In heaven, from eternity to eternity, Jesus is the Eternal Word. In the Eternal Word there is both light and life. "In Him was life, and the life was the light of men." (John 1:4)

The Eternal Word had a witness. As you read John 1:6-13 a person is introduced as a "man sent from God" who served as a witness to the Eternal Word. The man"s name was John. (John 1:6) His purpose was to cause all to believe in Jesus. (John 1:7) John the Baptist bore witness of the fact that: (1) He (John) was not the Light (John 1:8), (2) The Eternal Word was the true Light (John 1:9), (3) The true Light came to His own but was not received (John 1:11), and (4) Those who received the Word were given power to become children of God. "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name." (John 1:12) John pictured the Eternal Word as the hope of all mankind.

The Eternal Word became flesh. A study of John 1:14-18 shows how the Word, who was in the beginning with God was made flesh. (John 1:14) Jesus Christ became one of us. John said of the Word, "...This was He of whom I said, He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me." (John 1:15) The Eternal Word dwelt among us as the source of grace and truth. (John 1:17) It is by virtue of the Eternal Word becoming flesh that God has been declared to man. (John 1:18) The Christian hope is anchored in the truth that the Word became flesh and died for all.

Verses 19-34
The Eternal Word was lifted up by John -- (John 1:19-34) John was a witness who lifted up God"s Eternal Word. (John 1:19-28) John the Baptist was "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Make straight the way of the Lord, as the prophet Isaiah said." (John 1:23, Isaiah 40:3) John said, "I am not the Christ." (John 1:20) Neither was John the prophet Elijah. (John 1:21) He was questioned about why he baptized if he was not the Christ. John told them that they did not know the Savior. If they knew Jesus they would not have questioned John about his baptism. (John 1:26) The Word is "preferred before John" who was only a witness who lifted Jesus up.

The Eternal Word is the Lamb of God. John 1:29-34 pictures the Eternal Word as "the Lamb of God." John said of Jesus, "...Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29) He went on to say, "This is He of whom I said, After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me." (John 1:30) When Jesus was baptized John knew beyond a doubt that Jesus, the Word, is man"s Savior. What He heard and saw caused him to say, "...I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God." (John 1:34)

Verses 35-42
The Eternal Word needs faithful disciples -- John 1:35-42 : John 1:35-42 gives an account of Jesus calling His first disciples. The key to discipleship is "following Jesus." (John 1:37) God can use all kinds of people. There is a place in the kingdom for men like Andrew and also for those like Simon Peter. Many of God"s great servants do as Andrew did. They bring those they love to Jesus. Of Andrew it was said, "He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, We have found the Messiah which is translated, the Christ." (John 1:41) Could the same be said of you?

Verses 43-51
The Eternal Word knows the hearts of men -- John 1:43-51 : The Lord knows both a Philip and a Nathanael. (John 1:43-51) With the simple words "follow me" Philip was called to Jesus. Nathanael was moved when the Lord spoke of seeing him under the fig tree. (John 1:48) Jesus gave a great promise to Nathanael, "...Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." (John 1:51) It seems that Jesus was saying to Nathanael that he would come to know the Eternal Word as the only way to heaven.

The Eternal Word is the Son of God. He is man"s only hope. The way to heaven is through Him. "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." (John 14:6) Are you in Christ? In coming to Jesus, it is necessary that we believe in Him as the Son of God. "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." (Hebrews 11:6) Faith in Christ leads to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) Repentance leads one to confess faith in Christ and to be baptized for forgiveness of sin. "And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him." (Acts 8:36-38) This is the simple pattern of conversion found in the New Testament. Faith leads to repentance, confession and baptism. Then the Christian lives a life of worship and service, a loving and caring life. (Revelation 2:10) If you are not yet a Christian, please obey God while you have life and opportunity. Tomorrow could be too late. (James 4:14-17) We should obey God now because "...We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. (John 1:45)

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
;">"First Things" In The Gospel Of John
- John Two -

The miracle of turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is found only in the gospel of John. This miracle or sign was the first of a number of great things in this gospel. Jesus" miracle working ministry is one of the numerous proofs that He is the Son of God. This miracle was the beginning of many remarkable sign of Jesus. "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him." (John 2:11) This text provides us with a look at an interesting exchange between Jesus and His mother. Jesus realized that He could not act until the timing was right on God"s calendar. So He said, "Mine hour is not yet come." (John 2:4) The primary purpose of this first "sign" was to cause people to believe in Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus visited the Temple to observe the Passover and He disturbed the people by saying, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." (John 2:19) This was a reference to His resurrection from the dead. During this visit Jesus cleansed the Temple of the money changers and those who sold sacrificial animals. People were being exploited as the animals for sacrifice were being sold within the Temple area. He told those who were selling doves, "Take these things hence; make not my Father"s house an house of merchandise." (John 2:16)

John two gives an inspired look at three "first things": (1) Jesus" first miracle (John 2:1-12), (2) Jesus" first Passover (John 2:13-22), and (3) Jesus" first believers in Jerusalem. (John 2:23-25) The length of Jesus" ministry is dated by the Passovers He kept during His personal ministry. In John two Jesus kept the Passover for the first time during His personal ministry. He had, of course, kept other Passovers, but this was the first during His personal ministry. Let us learn from these three "first things:"

Verses 1-11
Jesus" first miracle -- John 2:1-11 : On the third day after Jesus" discussion with Nathanael Jesus performed His first miracle. The miracle was at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Mary, the mother of Jesus, requested help when the wine had been used up. (John 2:3) Jesus gave Mary a mild and loving rebuke when He said, "...woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." (John 2:4) Mary gave those around Jesus the best advice ever given, "...Whatever He says to you, do it." (John 2:5) The result of the miracle is stated in these words, "This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him." (John 2:11) Jesus now began to manifest Himself as the Son of God. This notable miracle helped others develop faith in Jesus as God"s Son and also allowed Mary an opportunity to express her faith in Jesus not only as her son, but as the Son of God. The "first miracle" of Jesus revealed His glory, glory of Him who would be King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Verses 12-17
Jesus" first Passover during His personal ministry -- John 2:12-17 : Jesus" attendance at this Jewish feast showed His faithfulness and righteousness. His presence also declared the value of worship in the lives of those who serve God. Jesus had authority over the Temple so He drove out those who were making merchandise of God"s house. The Son of God had the right to cleanse His Father"s house. Jesus was at the Temple to observe the Passover. The Passover was the time when the sacrificial lamb was offered. This lamb was a type of Christ. "The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29) Jesus is our Passover who was sacrificed for us. (1 Corinthians 5:7) He was eaten up with zeal for God"s house. "For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me." (Psalms 69:9) Today the need is great for zeal for God"s house among His people.

Verses 18-22
Jesus" first Passover during His personal ministry included a sign -- John 2:18-22 : The Jews wanted a sign and were shocked at the sign that Jesus gave them. "Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?" (John 2:18) Here is the sign that Jesus gave them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." (John 2:19) When Moses came to deliver Israel, he gave signs, or miracles, that proved that he acted under a Divine commission. They felt that Jesus should offer similar proof by miracle. The people left as if driven back by God. The God who can drive back rivers and cause the earth to tremble can drive out people. "What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little hills, like lambs? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob." (Psalms 114:5-7) They should have seen that Jesus had Divine power, otherwise how could he have driven out so many from the Temple? The Jews desired a sign and they were given the sign of Jesus" death and resurrection. Jesus was delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. (Romans 4:25) He was declared with power to be the Son of God by the resurrection. We read in Romans 1:4, "And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead."

Verses 23-25
Jesus" first disciples in Jerusalem -- John 2:23-25 : The miracles of Jesus Christ produced faith in His name. Later Nicodemus said, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." (John 3:2) These believers of John 2 did not fully surrender themselves to Jesus. Their faith was in the right person, but it lacked depth. Those who would truly enjoy fellowship with Jesus must have strong faith. The faith of Nicodemus stood in contrast to that of these early believers. One may deceive himself, and even others, about His faith but he cannot deceive Jesus. "But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men, and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man." (John 2:24-25) Jesus knew all men. He knows the nature of man, his disposition and his desires. He knows man better than man knows himself. Jesus could not put His confidence in these Jerusalem believers. Can He put His confidence in us?

The need is great for those who will completely surrender to Jesus because of His authority. His authority is verified by His death and resurrection. Today He calls you, not just to be a believer, but to truly be a disciple. (Matthew 11:28-30, Acts 2:36-41) "And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely." (Revelation 22:17) As true disciples of Christ our attitude should be that of a humble servant who loves God and loves others. Our goal should be to live our life in the way that Christ lived His. A true disciple should try to live out Jesus" teachings in a way that blesses others and gives them an opportunity to follow Jesus also.

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
Jesus Is Exalted As Savior
- John Three -
In the third chapter of John we meet a man named Nicodemus. Even though his names appears only 5 times in our King James Bible he is still well know to Christians. All 5 references to the name "Nicodemus" are in the gospel of John. (John 3:1, John 3:4, John 3:9, John 7:50, John 19:39) He was a ruler of the Jews. Nicodemus was respected because of many good qualities in his life. We have no idea why he came to Jesus by night so we will not speculate and waste time on that discussion. Nicodemus became part of a most famous discussion where Jesus was exalted as the son of God. In this exchange we observe the most famous verse in the Bible, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) In this chapter John the Baptist also exalted Jesus as Lord. In two great statements John lifted Jesus up. He said, "He must increase, but I must decrease." (John 3:30) In this discussion also we read the great statement, "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." (John 3:36)

Verses 1-8
Nicodemus learned about the new birth -- John 3:1-8 : Nicodemus exalted Jesus by saying, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." (John 3:2) Nicodemus came to Jesus by night. The reason for the night visit is unknown. Nicodemus is typical of many who exalt Jesus and are truly interested in the salvation He offers. The conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus was not about politics though Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews. Jesus immediately directed Nicodemus to what really matters, being born again. "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." (John 3:3) Sinners need to be made new. They need new relationships, new goals, new pastimes, new principles and new character. Just as Jesus is from heaven, the new birth is also from heaven. Jesus taught Nicodemus about baptism which is the final act in process of the spiritual birth. Jesus spoke of regeneration, Nicodemus thought of physical birth. Without the birth of water and the Spirit none shall be subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven. "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:5)

Verses 9-21
Jesus affirms His Deity -- John 3:9-21 : Nicodemus did not yet understand that if it is true that Jesus is God in the flesh that man"s obligation was to obey him. Jesus proved His Divinity by saying, "No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven." (John 3:13) Nicodemus misunderstood Jesus" reference to being born again. The Lordship of Jesus brings about a change in the conduct and character of an individual. This is another way that Jesus is exalted. The result of the new birth and the faithful life is to hear Jesus say, "Well done good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Lord." It should be our goal to live for God. "But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God."

Verses 22-31
Jesus was exalted by John the Baptist -- John 3:22-31 : John was fully satisfied with the place and the work that God gave him to do. "You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, "I am not the Christ," but, "I have been sent before Him."" (John 3:28) John did a great work but Jesus did an even greater work. John said, "He must increase, but I must decrease." (John 3:30) John recognized his own sinfulness and he also recognized Jesus as the sinless Son of God. Jesus is above all. "He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all." (John 3:31) The words of Jesus were actually words of God. Jesus is God, had been with the Father and was given the Holy Spirit without measure.

Verses 32-36
Obey the Son and have life -- John 3:32-36 : John heralded the truth of Jesus" deity. He declared that Jesus came from above is above all. John said of himself that he was just an earthly man from the earth. In contrast he said that Jesus came from heaven and is above all. When one becomes a true believer in Jesus a transformation takes place. (John 3:33) The truth of God changes a man and makes him a godly person. Everlasting life belongs to those who believe on God's Son. Those who do not believe have the wrath of God on them. "He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." (John 3:36) Please observe that to believe on the Son and obey Him means the same. John 3:36 in the American Standard Translation reads, "He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." The Revised Standard Version says, "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him." The English Standard Version says, "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him." (John 3:36)

Let us learn, (1) That Jesus is sent from God (John 3:2), (2) The importance of the new birth (John 3:5), (3) That Jesus is the Son of God who came down from heaven (John 3:13), (4) That the Son of man must be lifted up, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up." (John 3:14), (5) that he who does not believe is condemned already, "He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." (John 3:18), (6) that those who practice evil hate the light, "For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved." (John 3:20) (7) That John baptized where there was much water indicating that baptism is a burial, "And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized." (John 3:23), (8) that Jesus must be exalted, "He must increase, but I must decrease." (John 3:30), and (9) that those who do not obey God will feel His wrath (John 3:36)

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
Can This Be The Christ?
- John Four -
John four provides an intimate look into the heart of the Savior as His compassion and care are set forth. A much married, sinful woman was precious to Jesus, as were the people of Samaria and Galilee. Jesus also loved and met the needs of a nobleman and his son. We can truthfully say with Peter, "We have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (John 6:69) The Bible land in the time of our Savior was divided into three parts. Judea was in the south, Galilee in the north and Samaria was between them. In John four we see Jesus in all three parts of the land. Where ever we find Jesus He is preaching to all who will listen.

Verses 1-26
This can be the Christ because He offers living water -- John 4:1-26 : At Jacob"s well Jesus met a sinful, Samaritan woman. Some of Jesus greatest teaching was done to just one student. He spoke to this woman about living water. "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, "Give Me a drink," you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water." (John 4:10) Our Lord"s mercy is remarkable. His wisdom is beyond measure. He recognized the sinfulness of this woman, yet He showed mercy in being willing to forgive. Jesus spoke to this woman about worship because "true worship" binds all souls together. "But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." (John 4:23-24) How beautiful it is when brethren can take sweet counsel together and walked unto the house of God in company with one another. (Psalms 55:14) True worship builds us up and draws us together as the church of Christ.

Verses 27-38
This can be the Christ because He knows all things -- John 4:27-38 : Jesus knew all about this woman. He said to her, "Go, call thy husband, and come hither." (John 4:16) Her response was, "I have no husband." Jesus knew her situation so he said, "Thou hast well said, I have no husband: For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly." (John 4:17-18) The woman was so amazed with Jesus that she, "Left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?"" (John 4:28-29) Christ"s knowledge of this woman and her sinful life was enough to convince her that He was the Christ. The words of Jesus caused this woman to believe and His words should cause us to believe. "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:32) Jesus also used this occasion as an opportunity to teach His disciples that everyone has a place in His kingdom, even this Samaritan woman. He said, "Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest." The souls of men are always subject to being gathered into God"s kingdom. Let us all do our part to bring others to Jesus. There must be a harvest of souls for God among all people at any time.

Verses 39-45
This can be the Christ because His words are believable: John 4:39-45 : There was within that sinful woman a spark of goodness waiting to be kindled by Jesus. When this woman became a believer in Jesus she soon became a soul-winner for Him. She believed Jesus to be the Messiah. Out of her simple faith she led others to Christ. John wrote, "And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, "He told me all that I ever did."" (John 4:39) They were so interested that they asked Jesus to stay longer and teach them more. "So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days. And many more believed because of his own word." (John 4:40-41) Observe that John said many more became believers through the words of Jesus. They said, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world." (John 4:42) Not only did people in Samaria believe but people in Galile also believed because of the things Jesus did in Jerusalem. The more good one does anywhere the more good he can do everywhere, even at home. "So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they also had gone to the feast." (John 4:45) Be thankful for the Savior!

Verses 46-54
This could be the Christ because of His miracles and signs -- John 4:46-54 : The healing of the nobleman"s son was a second miracle at Cana. It was here that Jesus had made the water into wine. (John 2:1-11) This is a tender and touching story of a father pleading for his son. It is also a powerful story of the miraculous ability of Jesus. "Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your son lives." So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way. And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, "Your son lives!" Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives." And he himself believed, and his whole household." (John 4:50-53) What a beautiful picture of the compassion, concern and power of Jesus, the Son of God. This was a genuine miracle. A miracle is something above the laws of nature, something the laws of nature could not do in their normal course of operation. Jesus performed great signs, wonders and miracles. The purpose of miracles was to establish the foundation truth of Christianity and salvation, and that truth is that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Later John wrote, "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name." (John 20:30-31)

What a thrill when people come to the point of total faith in Jesus as the Christ. You can enjoy redemption in the blood of the Lamb and also forgiveness and hope because "this is the Christ."
05 Chapter 5 

Introduction
The Healing Of The Lame Man
- John Five -
The healing of the lame man at the pool of Bethesda was a wonderful miracle. "Bethesda" is a real and exact location in Jerusalem. Sadly, as a result, of the miracle the Jews rejected Jesus and tried to kill Him. They could not deny that a great miracle had been performed. They were angry because Jesus healed the man on the Sabbath Day and that He made himself equal with God. Jesus said, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work." Jesus healed a man who had an infirmity for thirty-eight years. He told the man to take up his bed and walk. During the turmoil Jesus just slipped away into the crowd. In healing the lame man Jesus told the people that He was only doing what God told Him to do. Later Jesus found the man in the Temple and told him, "Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee." Jesus desired that this man and we also have a proper understanding of punishment for sins. God made His Son the judge of everyone. (John 5:22) There is a coming time when those who have done evil will be raised from the dead and be condemned. (John 5:28-29)

The message that Jesus gave to the Jew was that He worked and did things like the Father would do. He taught them that the Father was working through Him. Jesus wanted it understood that those who hear Him will live forever. "The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live." (John 5:25) Jesus explained that John was one who bore witness of Him that He is the Messiah. He said, "He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light." (John 5:35) Jesus now tells them that He has an even greater witness than John. "The Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me." (John 5:37) The Jews wanted to kill Him for claiming to be the Messiah.

Verses 1-13
The lame man healed at the pool -- John 5:1-13 : We read, "After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches." (John 5:1-2) A multitude of hurting people was gathered around this pool. Many sick, blind, lame, and crippled people were lying close to the pool. We are told that at times an angel would "trouble" or stir up the waters. The first person who entered the pool when the waters were stirred up would be healed of their infirmaries. The lame man and many others were there desiring to be healed. The lame man had been sick for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw the man and realized that he had been crippled for such a long time, He asked him, "Do you want to be healed?" What about those of us who might be lost in sins? Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. Do we want to be made spiritually whole? The man wanted to be made whole but he had no one to help him into the water. Jesus told the man to "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." Right then the man was healed. He picked up his bed and started walking around. This all took place on the Sabbath Day. The Jews witnessed the healing of the lame man, but they rebuked him for carrying his bed on the Sabbath. Sabbath keeping was a part of the Mosaic Law. (Exodus 16:23-29, Exodus 31:12-18) Jesus' question of Matthew 12:12 fits well this occasion also. "Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days." The self-righteous Jews asked the man why he was carrying his bed on the Sabbath. He responded, "The man who healed me told me to pick up my bed and walk." The man could not identify Jesus because He had slipped away into the multitude that was in the place.

Verses 14-18
Jesus is equal with God -- John 5:14-18 : After Jesus healed the man He went into the Temple and found the man. He told him, "You are now well. But do not sin anymore or something worse might happen to you." Jesus taught this man a forceful lesson about sin. A physical disease had come upon this man. Sin would bring upon him something far worse. There was no comparison between being lame for 38 years and spending eternity in hell. Likely the man did not have any ill intent but he told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. He possibly just wanted to give Jesus the credit for his healing. It was an astonishing miracle. The Jews sought to kill Jesus because (1) He had done the miracle on the Sabbath Day, and (2) Because He said "God was his Father, making himself equal with God." The Jews knew they were fake and they had to admit that Jesus was real. This irritated these hypocrites to no end. Even though these Jews were not doing right they were angry that Jesus had taken upon Himself the authority to tell someone carry his bed on the Sabbath. They had heard the message of Jesus and saw His miracle that proves Him to be the Messiah yet they refused the truth. Instead of obedience their response was to try to kill Jesus. Here Jesus faced the Jews saying, "My Father has never stopped working, and that is why I keep on working." (John 5:17) Jesus claimed Divinity and proved it by His message and miracles. How could these Jews so heartlessly reject Him?

Verses 19-30
The authority of the Son of God -- John 5:19-30 : In a lengthy reply to the Jews Jesus gave proof of His deity and ministry. Jesus declared that the Son can do nothing on His own. As the Son of God, Jesus did what He saw the Father do. Jesus had said that He was equal with God. Therefore, He could do nothing contrary to God. Jesus said, "The Father will show him even greater things, and you will be amazed. Just as the Father raises the dead and gives life, so the Son gives life to anyone he wants to." The Jews knew that only God could do these great miracles but in their self righteousness they still denied Jesus as the Christ. They were judging Jesus now, but He would be the one who would judge them at the final judgment. "The Father does not judge anyone, but he has made his Son the judge of everyone." Jesus proclaimed Himself to be equal with God. He deserved the same honor due the Father. "The Father wants all people to honor the Son as much as they honor him. When anyone refuses to honor the Son that is the same as refusing to honor the Father who sent him." The only way to avoid eternal condemnation and to receive eternal life is to believe that Jesus is the Messiah and to serve Him with all of your heart. There can be no spiritual and eternal life apart from Jesus Christ. Judgment is coming and only those who are faithful in Christ will be saved. "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." (John 5:28-29) Let us be like Jesus. He said, "I obey him, and I do not just try to please myself." It was a tragedy that Jesus was offering these Jews eternal life and they were rejecting Him. Sadly, the same tragedy is repeated among many in our day. Jesus offers eternal life to people and He is rejected.

Verses 31-47
A witness to Jesus -- John 5:31-47 : Jesus called the attention of the Jews to the fact that God the Father was His witness. John was a great witness but the things that the Father had given Him to do speak even stronger as prove that the Father sent Him. The miracles that Jesus performed were done in accordance with God the Father"s will and in His power. Jesus Christ is God come in the flesh. The Father who sent Jesus witnessed for Him, yet they refused to have faith in the one He sent. Their rejection of the one sent by God stands as proof that they did not really know God the Father. These Jews did not have God"s word abiding in them. They did not believed His message, because they refused to have faith in the one He sent. It is so heart breaking to reach out to the lost sharing with them the wonderful news of the Gospel and have it fall on deaf ears. It is bewildering to me to teach people how their sins can be forgiven and how they can go to heaven and spend eternity with God and have them ignore this truth and choose to remain lost. They love darkness rather than the light! It is always such a blessing when some do receive the salvation that is in Christ Jesus. Jesus was offering the love of God to these people and they rejected Him. They should have quickly received Him because they claimed the Old Testament Scriptures as the source of their faith. Jesus said those Scriptures testified of Him. Jesus said, "Moses wrote about me, and if you had believed Moses, you would have believed me. But if you do not believe what Moses wrote, how can you believe what I say?" The Jews had the word of God available to them to learn but they rejected God"s truth. We likewise have access to God"s Word. Let us learn about Jesus, receive and obey Him as the Son of God.

We must come to believe that Jesus is the one sent from God to bring salvation. "But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me." To begin your Christian life hear the gospel (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus (John 8:24), repent of your sins (Luke 13:3), confess Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9-10) and be baptized into Christ. "For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ." (Galatians 3:26-27) After being washed in the blood of Jesus at baptism we must be among those who are blessed by serving as a faithful member of the one body or church of Christ.

06 Chapter 6 

Introduction
Jesus Is The Bread Of Life
- John Six -
John six allows us to look at both the power and the wisdom of the Lord Jesus. Jesus put Philip to the test to show where he stood in the faith. "When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? And this he said to prove him." (John 6:5-6) Jesus wanted Philip and us to understand the greatness of His power. Jesus" ministry now became much more public. However, He would not allow Himself to be crowned as an earthly king. "When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone." (John 6:15) This showed Christ"s concern for a spiritual kingdom, the church instead of a literal kingdom on earth.

The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle that is recounted in all four gospels. (Matthew 14:13-23, Mark 6:30-46, Luke 9:10-17, John 6:1-15) Jesus gave the people bread made from barley and fish. He would soon offer them "the Bread of Life." In John six we observe as Jesus amazed His disciples as He walked to them on the sea. (John 6:16-21) John does not mention Peter walking on the water. When Jesus was walking on water toward the boat He said, "It is I, be not afraid." These miracles show Jesus" power over nature. In John six Jesus described Himself as the Bread of Life. "Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst." (John 6:35) Jesus came to this earth to do the will of God. (John 6:38) He said we must eat his flesh and drink His blood. This means we must assimilate or digest Him into our lives. After hearing this teaching many of the disciples went back to walk no more with Him. (John 6:66) The disciples would not leave Jesus. Jesus said to the twelve, "Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God." (John 6:67-69)

Verses 1-14
The feeding of the 5000 -- John 6:1-14 : The feeding of the 5,000 is the only miracle recorded by all the gospel writers other than those miracles associated with Jesus" death and resurrection. A great multitude followed Jesus because they had seen His miracles. Jesus asked Philip where they could buy food for so many people. He was testing Philip. Philip saw feeding the multitude as an impossible task. Andrew saw some resources but they were so small; five barley loaves and two small fish. The people were fed in an orderly way. "Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would." (John 6:10-11) They sat in small groups and about 5,000 men beside women and children were fed. The food was given to the people only after it was blessed or thanks was given for it. Everyone ate what they wanted and "they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten." (John 6:13) There was more food left than there was at the beginning! The reaction of those who saw the miracle was "This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world." (John 6:14)

Verses 15-21
Jesus walked on the water -- John 6:15-21 : The people were determined to make Jesus an earthly king. However, that was not His purpose in coming to this earth. Jesus" kingdom is a spiritual kingdom, His church. So Jesus just left them and departed into a mountain alone. While Jesus was alone in the mountain the disciples went across the Sea of Galilee or Sea of Tiberias by boat. The sea was violent that night. Storms are quite common on the Sea of Galilee. Between 3 AM to 6 AM (the fourth watch) Jesus came to them walking on the sea. He not only walked but he caught up with the boat as He walked. The disciples, at first, thought Jesus was a ghost. Jesus said, "It is I be not afraid." The other accounts tell us that Peter was allowed to walk on the water also. We are told that they received Jesus into the boat and then immediately arrived at their destination. "Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went." (John 6:21) These are other great miracles that prove Jesus" claim to be the Son of God.

Verses 22-65
Teaching about the Bread of Life -- John 6:22-65 : On the next day the multitude realized that Jesus was gone and they went to find Him. The people asked Jesus how or when He got to Capernaum. Jesus rebuked the people for their attitude concerning His miracles. He said they followed Him because He fed them and not because He is the Son of God. He knew their hearts and their motives. Jesus wanted them to understand that spiritual food was what they needed and not the physical bread. Physical things are relatively unimportant because they perish. Jesus desired that people do the work of God and believe on Him. (John 6:29) Faith is described as the work of God. Jesus said that in Old Testament days God fed the people with manna. Now He identifies Himself as the true bread which came down from heaven. Jesus is the bread of life. We must take him unto our life and allow Him to feed our soul. We must take Jesus into our life, digest Him or assimilate Him into our being. Only those who choose to take Jesus into their lives are saved by Him. Many of the Jews saw and believed His miracles but rejected His message. Let us hear and learn and come to Jesus in humble obedience. (John 6:44-45) Jesus is the living bread and it is in Him that we have hope of spiritual life. "He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him." (John 6:56) The Lord gave us Spirit given words so that we could take Him into our lives.

Verses 66-71
Some go away from Jesus -- John 6:66-71 : Jesus knew that some would not believe. He even knew about Judas. All who hear of Jesus have the opportunity to believe. Sadly, some rejected Jesus. "From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him." (John 6:66) Some who at first show interest in Jesus later reject Him. The teachings of Jesus draw some who are willing to become disciples. The same teachings drive away those who are not willing to become true Christians. Jesus asked, the twelve, "Will ye also go away?" (John 6:67) Peter gave a strong reason why the disciples would not leave Jesus. He said, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God." (John 6:68-69) Jesus even identified Judas as a devil who would betray Him. What will you do with Jesus?

07 Chapter 7 

Introduction
Could This Be The Christ?
- John Seven -
John seven is a record of Jesus attending the Feast of Tabernacles. This was a time when He taught the people. The Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Him but His message must go forth. They hated Him because He told them that they were doing evil things. At this time Jesus" own brothers did not believe in Him as the Christ. They were pushing Him to go into Judaea so his disciples could see His works. At that time some were saying, "Jesus is a good man," while others were saying, "He is lying to everyone."

The Jewish leaders were surprised at the power with which Jesus taught sense He lacked formal education. Some called Him Rabbi so they respected Him as teacher. He said, "I am not teaching something that I thought up. What I teach comes from the one who sent me. If you really want to obey God, you will know if what I teach comes from God or from me. If I wanted to bring honor to myself, I would speak for myself. But I want to honor the one who sent me." Jesus said that these seemingly religious people did not obey the law that God gave to Moses and that they sought to kill Him. Jesus had healed a man on the Sabbath and they were so angry at Him that they wanted to kill Him. (John 5:1-47) Jesus showed that they understood that something good could be done on the Sabbath. They would gladly circumcise their sons on the Sabbath. Jesus told them "Do not judge by appearances. Judge by what is right." At first appearance it might seem to be a violation of the Sabbath to heal a man, yet it is right to do works of necessity and mercy. Some wanted to arrest Jesus but no one laid a hand on him because His time had not yet come.

Jesus said, "If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water." The reaction to Jesus was very mixed. Some want to arrest and kill Him. Others said, "He must be the Prophet!" Some said, "He is the Messiah." When some had been sent to arrest Jesus they returned without Him. They said, "No one has ever spoken like that man!" On that occasion Nicodemus was there and he defend Jesus. He said he must have an opportunity to speak for Himself.

Verses 1-24
Jesus attended the feast of Tabernacles -- John 7:1-24 : Jesus kept away from the Jews who were seeking to kill Him by remaining in Galilee. The time came for the Feast of Tabernacles. Jesus quietly attended. This was one of the feasts that Jewish men were expected to attend. (Deuteronomy 16:16) Jesus" brothers wanted Him to go to this feast and publicly prove to the people that He was the Messiah. This is a strange request because they were unbelievers at this time. Jesus said the Jews hated Him because he exposed their sins. Jesus could not and did not compromise with sin. Many were waiting to see Jesus at the Feast and they were watching for Him. There was both discussion and disagreement as people talked about Jesus. Either Jesus is both Lord and Christ or he is a fraud and deceiver. If Jesus is not Lord He could not be a good man. At first the criticism raised against Jesus was that He did not have a formal education. Yet, the people were amazed at His teachings, "Never man spake like this man." Jesus could speak with power because His message came from God and that is all people need to know. The Jews hated Jesus because He had healed a man on the Sabbath. (John 5:1-47) He pointed out that they were not keeping the Law God gave through Moses. They would circumcise a man on the Sabbath because that was the right thing to do. Jesus said, "Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment." He wanted it understood that it might appear wrong to heal a man on the Sabbath but healing him was the right thing to do.

Verses 24-36
Is this Jesus the Christ? -- John 7:24-36 : The people wanted to kill Jesus but they said nothing when face to face with Him. He spoke openly and boldly and no one did anything to stop Him. If they could have proved that He was not the Christ they would have stopped him by taking His life. If they thought Jesus was false why did they not silence His teaching? Jesus was rejected as Messiah because He was from Nazareth. They knew the Messiah would come from the city of David, Bethlehem. "Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was? So there was a division among the people because of him." (John 7:40-43) The people really did not know where He was from. He had come from the Father. Jesus" miracles had convinced many people that He was the Messiah. (John 7:31) The Pharisees sent officers to capture Jesus and return Him to them. Jesus predicted that He would soon go away from them to a place where they could not follow. He would return to the one who had sent Him.

Verses 37-39
Drinking living water from Jesus -- John 7:37-39 : "On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and shouted, "If you are thirsty, come to me and drink! Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water flowing from deep inside you, just as the Scriptures say." Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit, who would be given to everyone that had faith in him. The Spirit had not yet been given to anyone, since Jesus had not yet been given his full glory." Jesus offers spiritual drink to those who are thirsty for a relationship with God. He is both the Bread of life and the Water of life for those who hunger for an eternity with God. Those who believe in Jesus will have rivers of living water flowing from their hearts. The obedient believer receives the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:38) Christians enjoy the fruit of the Spirit that results from this gift. (Galatians 5:22-23) These blessings to the saved would be like a well of living water springing up to meet their spiritual needs.

Verses 40-53
Division over who Jesus is -- John 7:40-53 : There was division over the identify of Jesus. Some said He was a fraud and deceiver. Others said that He was the Prophet or that He was the Christ. He was both the Prophet and the Christ because those prophecies all refer to the same person. These religious leaders could have easily put forth the effort to learn who Jesus was but they did not. Instead they just rejected Him. Some wanted to arrest Jesus but no one laid hands on Him. They did not capture Jesus because of the power with which He spoke. "The officers answered, Never man spake like this man." (John 7:46) No truer statement has ever been spoken! I wonder if even we appreciate the greatness of His teaching. The Jewish leaders wanted to know how many people believed in Jesus. One of the believers was Nicodemus. He said that Jesus deserved a fair hearing and trial before he could be condemned. The Jews responded to Nicodemus by asking if he was also from Galilee. These Jewish leaders stand as evidence that when you do not want to believe in Jesus you can find many excuses as to why Jesus and His church should be rejected. The feast ended and Jesus was not arrested and so everyone went home.

08 Chapter 8 

Introduction
The Story of Forgiveness
- John Eight -
Recorded in John chapter eight is the story of the forgiveness of a woman taken in the very act of adultery. The angry mob wanted to stone her in the name of the Law of Moses. Sadly, their motives were evil. They brought her to Jesus tempting Him that they might have some charge to bring against Him. Jesus told them that the one who was without sin must cast the first stone at her. No one threw a stone. Jesus told the woman that she must go her way and sin no more. The only way things can ever get better in our life is if we leave the life of sin behind and lovingly obey God completely. Jesus said, "Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me." (John 8:15-16) We need to forgive sinners because we likewise need forgiveness. It is true that the law said, "And the man that committeth adultery with another man"s wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour"s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death." (Leviticus 20:10) The Pharisees seem to have conveniently forgotten the man that was involved. The law called for the same penalty for him as for the woman. Jesus knew and understood much more than the people could ever have imagined.

In the final part of John eight Jesus boldly made His claim of being the Messiah. He told the Jews that they would die in their sins if they did not believe in Him. As proof of His Messiahship Jesus said, "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad." (John 8:56) They claim that Abraham is their father and Jesus said Abraham rejoiced to see His days. The Jews replied, "Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?" They must have been surprised when Jesus said, "Before Abraham was, I am." Jesus truthfully said, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." (John 8:12)

Verses 1-11
Go and sin no more -- John 8:1-11 : Jesus spent the night in Mount Olives. Early the next morning the people were waiting for Him in the Temple. He did not disappoint them. He came to the Temple, sat down and taught them. The Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by bring a woman who was taken in the act of adultery. The guilty man was not brought. The Law said, "If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel." (Deuteronomy 22:22) The fact that the man was not brought is proof that the people cared nothing for the Law but instead they wanted to trap Jesus. "Jesus simply bent over and started writing on the ground with his finger." Jesus finally said, "If any of you have never sinned, then go ahead and throw the first stone at her!" Then He again bent over and wrote on the ground. The people left one by one. Only Jesus and the woman were left. There was no one left to accuse the woman. He said to her, "Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more." The advice could not be better, "Do not sin anymore."

Verses 12-20
Jesus Is the Light for the World -- John 8:12-20 : Those who live in sin are walking in darkness. Jesus said, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." The Pharisees had no idea of Jesus" true identify. They did not know where Jesus came from or where He was going. Jesus claimed to have been sent to this earth by the Father. He offered as proof of His Messiahship two witnesses, the Father and Himself. They tried to weaken His reasoning by asking, "Where is thy Father?" Jesus answered, "If you knew me, you would know my Father." Jesus said this while He was still teaching in the place where the Temple treasures were stored. This was a place where many people would both see and hear Jesus, but "no one arrested him, because His time had not yet come."

Verses 21-38
Jesus talked about the Father and His truth -- John 8:21-38 : Jesus told the people that He was going away and that they could not go where He was going. The reason that it was impossible for them to go where He was had to do with their personal sins. Those who die with sins unforgiven cannot go where Jesus has gone. If we do not have faith in the fact that Jesus is the Messiah we will die and our sins will not be forgiven. They asked Jesus "Who are you?" Jesus went on to say, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, you will know who I am. You will also know that I do not do anything on my own. I say only what my Father taught me." It was the goal of Jesus to always do what pleased God. When He spoke these truths many people believed on Him. "Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (John 8:31-32) When Jesus spoke of freedom they said "We are Abraham"s children! We have never been anyone"s slaves." They wondered how Jesus could set them free. Sadly, they had been salves (their forefathers) in Egypt and they were presently slaves to sin. Jesus pictured the Son as being able to set the slave free. "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed." (John 8:36) Jesus accused these Jews of being under the control of Satan instead of under God"s control.

Verses 39-59
Jesus and Abraham -- John 8:39-59 : Jesus said these people wanted to kill Him for telling them the truth that God had given Him. The Jews claimed God as their father but they refused to obey Him. If God was actually the Father of these people they would have loved Jesus and His message because He came from God. He did not come on His own or with His own message. Jesus told these people that their father was the Devil; that he was a murderer and a liar and there was no truth in him. He speaks lies because he is the father of lies. Jesus told them the truth and still they refused to believe in Him. Jesus told them they should be able to name His sin or that they should believe that He was telling them the truth. When they refused to hear God"s message it became obvious that they did not belong to God. Jesus told the Jews that He was not a demon possessed Samaritan, but that He was God"s Son and if they would obey His word they would never die. The people responded by saying that Abraham and the prophets died. They asked Jesus, "Who do you think you are?" Jesus said, "Your father Abraham was really glad to see me." The Jews responded, "You are not even fifty years old!" They said. "How could you have seen Abraham?" This led to one of the great Bible statements, "Before Abraham was, I am." The people tried to kill Jesus but He escaped.

09 Chapter 9 

10 Chapter 10 

Introduction
Jesus Is The Good Shepherd
- John Ten -
Jesus described the blessing that belonged to those who are His sheep. He knows His sheep, they hear His voice and they follow Him. As we face the dangers of thieves, robbers and wolves we too stand in need of the True Shepherd. We are called by the gospel to be the Lord"s sheep and our part must be that of obedient faith. In 2 Thessalonians 2:14 we read, "Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." The Good Shepherd protects His sheep. As long as we remain in His hands nothing can harm us. If we fall it will be because we have not used the resources that God has made available to us. We still have the power of choice and we cannot be protected against ourselves.

In John 10:1-42 Jesus again claimed Deity. He said, "I and my Father are one." If we are to accept Jesus as the Messiah we must understand that He is the Divine Son of God. The Jews were not expecting a Messiah who shared in God"s divinity. Earlier in His personal ministry Jesus had slipped away when He was challenged about His claim of Deity. Now His time has come and so He boldly faces the charges of His accusers. They were standing there with their stones ready to kill him and He calmly said that His works prove Him to be both the Messiah and God. These Jews are seeking to kill the one who is offering them eternal life. They had no answer as to how Jesus could do such great miracles so they said, "For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God." (John 10:33) Who is this Jesus? He is the "Son of God." His proof of Deity was the deeds that He did. His miracles are in keeping with God"s character and they manifest the love of God. Jesus said that from these miracles they should "know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father." (John 10:38) Jesus left Jerusalem and went back across Jordan to the place where John had baptized in the early days. The narrative of our Lord"s earthly ministry closed at the spot where it began. John was indeed correct, "And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God." (John 1:34)

Verses 1-6
A lesson about sheep -- John 10:1-6 : Jesus said that only thieves and robbers climb over the fence instead of going in through the door or gate to the sheep pen. He is actually talking about Himself as Shepherd and His followers as sheep. He also will teach us that He is the door into the sheep fold. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep." (John 10:7) In John 10:9 we read, "I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture." Jesus said the porter of gatekeeper opens the gate for the shepherd, and he goes in through it. He recognized the Shepherd and allowed Him to enter. The Jews rejected and killed the Good Shepherd. The sheep know their shepherd"s voice. He calls each of them by name and they follow Him. His sheep follow Him because they recognize His voice. The Jews should have recognized the voice of Jesus as being from God, yet they did not know Him. Jesus said, "The sheep will not follow strangers. They do not recognize a stranger"s voice, and they run away." Jesus told the people this parable. Sadly, they did not understand what He was talking about.

Verses 8-21
Jesus is the Good Shepherd -- John 10:8-21 : Jesus claimed to be both the door of the sheep and He claimed to be the Good Shepherd. It is through Jesus alone that man can be saved. Jesus refereed to the scribes and Pharisees as thieves or robbers. They pretended to show the way of salvation to the people but in fact they stole into the fold, clothed themselves with the fleece, and devoured the sheep. Jesus is the door and those who come to God through Him can obtain salvation. Those who go with Jesus will find pasture. Many religious leaders came to rob, kill and destroy. Jesus came so that His children would have life to the fullest. Jesus profoundly said, "I am the good shepherd, and the good shepherd gives up his life for his sheep." Jesus gave Himself as a sacrifice to save us from eternal damnation. The scribes and Pharisees were hireling and when they saw a wolf coming, they ran off and left the sheep. They allowed God"s spiritual flock to be scattered. Jesus knows and loves the sheep and they know and love Him as Savior and Lord. Jesus laid His life down as an atoning sacrifice for sins. He died in our place to redeem us from sin and spiritual death. Jesus said He had other sheep that were not of this Jewish fold. This is a great announcement that the gospel was also to be preached to the Gentiles. Jesus willingly gave His life for our sins. Concerning His life He said, "No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father." (John 10:18) Some said Jesus had a demon. Others said, "These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?"

Verses 22-38
Jesus was rejected by the Jews -- John 10:22-38 : That winter, Jesus was in Jerusalem for the feast of the dedication. In Solomon"s Porch the people gathered all around Him. They asked Jesus to tell them plainly if He was the Messiah. Jesus said, "I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father"s name, they bear witness of me." The Jews did not believe Jesus because they were sheep who refused to accept Him as Shepherd. They were guilty of the sin of unbelief. On the other hand Jesus" sheep hear his voice and obey or follow Him. Based upon the fact that these hear and obey Jesus said, "I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father"s hand." "The utmost security of the saved in Christ lies in the fact that no external power shall ever be able to dislodge them from the Master"s love and protection. Yet, it must be remembered that a believer himself may turn away from the truth, become entangled with sin and overcome. The sovereign right of choice is never taken away from any man." The Jewish leaders sought to kill Jesus because He said, "I and my Father are one." He refereed them to Psalms 82:1-8 where judges were called gods. "You are gods?" "The psalm is actually a condemnation of the judges for not exercising their responsibility faithfully, thus corresponding both to the condemnation of these Jewish leaders in John 10:1-42 and to Jesus as the true judge." Psalms 82:1-8 was scripture. God spoke to those people and called them gods and you cannot argue with Scripture. Jesus said He must do what the Father prepared Him to do and sent Him into the world to do. He said, "The Father is in me, and I in him."

Verses 39-42
People put their faith in Jesus -- John 10:39-42 : Again the Jewish leaders wanted to arrest Jesus. But he escaped. Just how Jesus avoided capture we are not told. Jesus crossed the Jordan to the place where John had earlier been baptizing. The people there were humble people who had responded to the preaching of John. They repented of their sins and believed what he said about Jesus, the Messiah. John had identified Jesus saying, "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." (John 1:29) They said, "John did not work any miracles, but everything he said about Jesus is true." Many believed on Jesus there." This means that they had living faith in Jesus as the Messiah. Those who have living faith hear His voice and follow Him as the Messiah, the Son of God.

11 Chapter 11 

Introduction
The Resurrection of Lazarus
- John Eleven -
We are blessed to know about Jesus and His power. John 11:1-57 lets us see both the emotions and the mighty working of our Lord. He wept over the death of Lazarus and He raised him from the dead. Lazarus, Mary and Martha were Jesus" close friends. Lazarus died and when Jesus reached his grave he had already been dead for four days. The humanity of Jesus was seen as He wept at the tomb of His friend. He raised Lazarus with the simple prayer and the command, "Lazarus, come forth." Lazarus came forth from the grave still wrapped in grave clothes. Jesus said, "Loose him, and let him go." Here, in one of His "I Am" statements Jesus identified Himself saying, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." (John 11:25) Through the resurrection of Lazarus we are reminded that there will be a general resurrection of all mankind at the end of the world. "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." (John 5:28-29) Resurrecting Lazarus from the grave after four days was a dramatic demonstration of Christ"s power over life and death.

Verses 1-16
The death of Lazarus -- John 11:1-16 : Jesus had three special friends in Bethany. They were Mary, Martha and Lazarus. This Mary was the same person who poured perfume on the Lord"s head and wiped his feet with her hair. These people loved Jesus and He loved them. Lazarus became very sick. His sisters sent word to Jesus to tell Him that His good friend Lazarus was very sick. Sickness and death are a part of this earthly life. Sickness and death come both to the young and to the old. When Jesus received word concerning Lazarus from the sisters He said that his sickness would not end in death but that God and His Son would be glorified thereby. We must remember that these were people that Jesus loved dearly. Jesus stayed where He was for two more days and then He said to His disciple, "Now we will go back to Judea." The disciples were concerned about Him so they said, "the people there want to stone you to death! Why do you want to go back?" Jesus explained that He had only a short time to do the work of God and that He had to walk in the day. The disciples misunderstood Jesus when He said, "Our friend Lazarus is asleep, and I am going there to wake him up." They thought if he was sleeping that he would get better. Jesus said he was dead and they would see the power of God and this would strengthen their faith in Him. Thomas was willing to go with Jesus and even to die with Him if necessary. He said, "Come on. Let"s go, so we can die with him."

Verses 17-34
Jesus at Lazarus" tomb -- John 11:17-34 : When Jesus reached Bethany He found out that Lazarus had been in the grave 4 days already. His death had brought many people from Jerusalem to comfort Martha and Mary. When Jesus arrived Martha went quickly to meet Him. Martha either gave a gentle rebuke to Jesus or she made a great statement of faith to Him. She said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." She did have confidence that God would do anything Jesus asked. Jesus promised her that her brother would live again. Martha thought Jesus was talking about the final resurrection. She said, "I know that he will be raised to life on the last day, when all the dead are raised." Jesus said, "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." Martha had strong faith in Jesus. She said, "I believe that you are Christ, the Son of God. You are the one we hoped would come into the world." Martha told Mary that Jesus was there and Mary went to Him. She also said the same thing to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." Jesus asked about where Lazarus was buried. They replied, "Lord, come and you will see."

Verses 35-44
Jesus brings Lazarus back to life -- John 11:35-44 : Jesus was touched emotionally with Lazarus" death. He wept. The people observed how much Jesus loved Lazarus. The people also said, "He gives sight to the blind. Why could he not have kept Lazarus from dying?" He went to the tomb and asked the people to roll away the stone. Martha was hesitant about that saying, "Lord, you know that Lazarus has been dead four days, and there will be a bad smell." Jesus wanted them to understand that this was an opportunity to see the glory of God. "And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth." Lazarus came alive and came out of the grave wrapped in grave clothes. Jesus said, "Untie him and let him go."

Verses 45-57
The plot to kill Jesus -- John 11:45-57 : The miracle caused many to believe in Jesus. Others went and told the Pharisees. The chief priests and the Pharisees called the council together to discuss what to do about Jesus. They said, "This man is working a lot of miracles." They wanted to stop Him so people would not put their faith in Him. They somehow thought it would cause political trouble for the nation if people believed in Jesus. Caiaphas said it would be better for one man to die than for the nation to be destroyed. He did not realize it but he was prophesying that Jesus would die for the nation. Jesus died for all of God"s people. He brought them together in one body, or one church. Jesus went with His disciples to a secret place because of the plots against Him. It was time for the Passover. The chief priests and the Pharisees told the people to let them know if any of them saw Jesus. They were planning to arrest and kill Him. We know Jesus was not murdered but that He was a willing sacrifice for our sins!

12 Chapter 12 

Introduction
"Blessed Is The King Of Israel"
- John Twelve -
Just before the last Passover that Jesus observed He spent some time in Bethany with His friends Lazarus, Martha and Mary. At supper Martha served and Lazarus sat with Jesus. Mary anointed Jesus with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair. Mary was a spiritual woman and this act is fitting for her character. This was an action that proved her love for Jesus. She loved the Lord and wanted to give her best to him and she even wanted to give more. She was a very humble person. Observe that she anointed his feet and wiped them her hair. Judas Iscariot criticized her because he was a thief and desired access to the worth of the perfume. Sadly, Judas is remembered in many bad ways in the New Testament. Jesus reprimanded him and said, "Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this." Mary was a person with love for the Master and devotion to His cause. Judas said he wanted to help the poor. Jesus shared a truth that was first stated in Deuteronomy 15:11. "For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land." Jesus wanted it understood that some opportunities are there only one time and for a brief moment.

The Jewish leaders desire to put both Lazarus and Jesus to death. They realized that as long as Lazarus was around they would have to deal with Jesus. Jesus wanted the people to understand that real life was not the few years that we live on earth but real life is eternal life in heaven. The purpose of Jesus" earthly life and death was to provide eternal salvation. That is why He came to the earth. Jesus said, "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." Jesus was lifted up on the cross and later lifted up from the grave. Our faith in Jesus must be strong. We must not allow the praise of men to keep us from the praise of God. We must love the Lord and keep His commandments. "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day." (John 12:48)

Verses 1-11
Jesus was anointed at Bethany -- John 12:1-11 : Jesus often visited Bethany, the home of His friends Lazarus, Martha and Mary. This visit was special because Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the grave. At supper Mary took an expensive bottle of perfume and poured it on Jesus' feet. She wiped his feet with her hair. The sweet smell of the perfume filled the house. Judas said the perfume should have been sold to help the poor. However, his motives were terribly wrong. He wanted access to the money because he was a thief .There is always opportunity to help the poor but there was only this brief opportunity to anoint Jesus before his burial and Mary did exactly that. The Jews still wanted to kill Lazarus because he served as a living example of the Divinity of Jesus. Many people were becoming believers because of Lazarus" resurrection.

Verses 12-19
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last Passover -- John 12:12-19 : As Jesus entered Jerusalem the people took palm branches and went out to greet him. They shouted, "Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord." Jesus rode into the city on a donkey to fulfill yet another prophecy. "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." (Zechariah 9:9) The crowds were growing for Jesus because he had raised Lazarus and the Jews said, "There is nothing that can be done! Everyone in the world is following Jesus."

Verses 20-43
Some Greeks wanted to see Jesus -- John 12:20-43 : Some Greeks had gone to Jerusalem to worship during Passover. They said to Philip, "Sir, we would see Jesus." Philip told Andrew and together they told Jesus. This led to Jesus teaching that His salvation was for everyone. He said, "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." Jesus was willing to die for us and we must likewise be willing to die for Him. He came into this world to suffer and die for our sins. When Jesus prayed the Father would glorify His name the people were shocked to hear a voice from heaven saying, "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." By being lifted up on the cross Jesus would make many want to come to Him. "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." (John 11:32) The people did not understand the resurrection of Jesus. They wondered how He could be crucified and at the same time live forever. Jesus encouraged them to walk in His light while such opportunity was available. Sadly, even after seeing Jesus' great miracles many of the people were still unwilling to have faith in him. The words o Isaiah 53:1 were proven true, "Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?" A stubborn lack of faith on the part of the people caused God to blind their eyes. (Isaiah 6:9-10) The glory that Isaiah saw was the glory of Jesus. "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple." (Isaiah 6:1) Some tried to be secret disciples. They believed in Jesus but would not confess Him. They feared being put out of the synagogue.

Verses 44-50
Jesus came to save the world -- John 12:44-50 : Jesus spoke of faith in God saying, "He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me." Jesus mission was to cause people to believe in God and honor Him. He said, "Everyone who has seen me has seen the one who sent me." In a great statement of spiritual victory Jesus said, "I am the light that has come into the world. No one who has faith in me will stay in the dark." Jesus stated His purpose in coming to earth saying, "I came not to judge the world, but to save the world." A person must hear the words of Christ in order to believe them. He must believe those words in order to keep them. He must keep the Lord"s words in order to have salvation. When Jesus said, "I judge him not" he meant that it was not necessary for Him to judge because He said, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day." (John 12:48) Jesus said of the Father, "I know that his commands will bring eternal life. That is why I tell you exactly what the Father has told me."
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Introduction
Jesus Washed His Disciples Feet
- John Thirteen -
Jesus shared a meal with His disciples just before His death. Jesus washing the feet of the disciples was the high light of what took place at the meal. The Devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon"s son to betray Jesus. During the meal Jesus arose, removed His outer garment and wrapped a towel around His waist. He put some water into a large bowl. Then he began washing His disciples" feet and He dried them with the towel. At first Peter objected to Jesus washing his feet because he did not understand what was taking place. Jesus was a servant before He became a sacrifice for the sins of the world. Jesus wanted those disciples and us to learn to serve others. He was giving an example of His "new commandment" to truly love one another. He said, "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." (John 13:34-35)

Jesus washed their feet but He told them that they were not all clean. One of them would betray Him. He knew that Judas was the traitor! He allowed Judas to know that He already recognized his as traitor by giving him the dipped morsel of bread. It is strange but even after Jesus said and did this the other disciples did not realize that Judas was the guilty one. They thought Jesus was just sending Judas on some mission to get what they needed for the feast or to do something for the poor. After Judas left the apostles Jesus talked to the other about His glorification, about His death and about the depth of Divine love. What God has done in and through Jesus Christ shows the depth of God's love for mankind. Jesus also told Peter that He would deny Him three times before sunrise. Let us focus on Divine love and serve God faithfully.

Verses 1-20
Jesus washed the feet of His disciples -- John 13:1-20 : The time was just before Passover. Jesus knew that the time of His death was at hand. He would soon leave this world and return to the Father. Jesus had loved His disciples and He just kept on loving them and teaching them to the end. Sadly, the Devil had caused Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to decide to betray Jesus. Jesus used this occasion to show the disciples how that service comes before sacrifice. He did a servants work by washing the disciple"s feet. He washed their feet and dried them with the towel He was wearing. At first Peter refused to allow the Lord to wash his feet. He said, "You will never wash my feet!" Jesus said either I wash you or you do not belong to me. Peter then went to the other extreme and said, "Lord, don"t wash just my feet. Wash my hands and my head." These men must have washed and prepared for the Passover. (Exodus 12:11) Jesus knew they had bathed and were clean except for their feet. He told them that one of the disciples was not clean spiritually. Jesus, their Master and Lord had washed their feet. Jesus wanted the disciples to learn to prefer others better than self. The true glory of a Christian consists in being humble like the Lord. True happiness consists in the knowing God and in obedience to His will. Jesus applied Psalms 41:9 to what was taking place with Judas, "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me." Jesus gave the disciples many predictions of His death, burial and resurrection as proof that He is the all-knowing Messiah. We must willingly accept the message sent by the Messiah through the apostles.

Verses 21-30
Jesus predicted His betrayal -- John 13:21-30 : Jesus was deeply troubled in heart as He told the disciples that one of them would betray Him. In fact Judas had already betrayed Jesus and he was looking for the opportunity to deliver him up to the hands of the chief priests. The disciples were confused and started looking one to another. Surprisingly, none even suspected Judas. As they ate John was leaning on Jesus" bosom. Simon motioned for that disciple to find out which disciple Jesus was referring to. It is likely that the other disciples did not hear when Jesus said, "It is he to whom I shall give the morsel when I have dipped it." Jesus dipped the bread and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. Jesus told Judas to go quickly and do what he had to do. The disciples did not understand what Jesus meant. They thought Judas was being sent to get something to prepare for the feast or to help the poor. Judas went out and it was night. He did his work under the cover of darkness.

Verses 31-35
Jesus gave a "New Commandment" -- John 13:31-35 : Jesus had already been glorified by coming to provide man with his only means of redemption. He would soon be glorified even more through His death, burial, resurrection and ascension back to heaven. Then, after His sacrifice God is given glory because of Him. Jesus again spoke to His disciples about His death for the sins of the world. "My children, I will be with you for a little while longer. Then you will look for me, but you won"t find me. I tell you just as I told the people, "You cannot go where I am going." The end of Jesus" life was at hand; Judas had gone to consummate his treason. Before Jesus" death He gave a "New Commandment." "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." (John 13:34-35) It was a new commandment because we are to love as He loved. He called upon us to love enough to lay down our lives for each other. We are to love one another with pure hearts fervently. "Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently." (1 Peter 1:22)

Verses 36-38
Jesus said Peter would deny Him -- John 13:36-38 : Simon Peter asked the Lord where He was going. Jesus told Peter that he could not go with Him now but that he would later on. Peter did not have a faith strong enough to die for Jesus yet. It is also true that the work the Lord had for Peter to do had not been completed yet. Later Peter would suffer for Jesus sake. He would die in the defence of truth. Peter was willing to follow Jesus on a long journey and face whatever hazards the journey might bring. Peter though he was willing to die for Jesus, However, Jesus had to die for Peter before Peter became willing to die for him. Jesus spoke to Peter saying, "I tell you for certain that before a rooster crows, you will say three times that you don"t even know me." Peter did exactly what Jesus predicted. There is no justification for Peter"s actions but we cannot help but feel sorry for him.

14 Chapter 14 

Introduction
Building The Faith Of The Disciples
- John Fourteen -
Jesus used some of His last moments with His disciples to comfort them and to encourage their faith. He again predicted His death, but He also gave them hope by speaking of His resurrection. Jesus said He was leaving this earth to go to heaven. The good news is that He is preparing a place for His faithful disciples there. He said, "In my Father"s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14:2-3) He even told the disciples that they knew the way to reach this heavenly home. Jesus is the way! A life of loving and submissive faith in Jesus leads to that heavenly home. Jesus did not want His death to over burden the hearts of His disciples. He wanted them to see Him as "The Way, the Truth and the Life." Those who follow Jesus must become like Him and do the works that He did. The disciples of Jesus are involved in spreading the great message of Jesus" resurrection to the world.

Jesus gave commands to His disciples and said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." (John 14:15) Jesus called for action from those who would be His disciples. A true follower of Christ is one who loves Him and obeys His will. Jesus promised to send another Comforter to the apostles. This was a promise that He would send the Holy Spirit. The Spirit taught the apostles all things and brought all things to their remembrance that they had been taught by the Lord. The Spirit personally guided the apostles until the end of their lives and through the writings of the apostles guides us today. The Lord loved His apostles and He would not leave them as orphans. They were His little children. (John 13:33) Obedience on the part of a disciple gains a believer the love of Jesus and the Love of the Father. (John 14:21-23) Jesus promised His disciples a peace that the world does not know, cannot give and neither can the world take it away. Why not allow Jesus to give you that same peace?

Verses 1-5
In My Father"s house -- John 14:1-5 : Jesus is the way to the Father. Jesus wanted the hearts of the disciples to be filled with faith instead of distressed. It was the desire of the Master that they would adhere to and trust in Him just as they did in God. In the Father"s house there are many mansions. It is truth, Jesus has gone away to prepare a place for us. Jesus promised that He would return to take His disciples to Himself that we may be in heaven with Him. Jesus told the disciples that they already knew the way to reach that place. It is sad that Thomas said, "We do not know where You are going." He had told them that he was going to the "Father"s house." He had also spent over three years teaching them how to get there. Learning is a slow and difficult process.

Verses 6-14
The Way, the Truth and the Life -- John 14:6-14 : The only way to the Father is through Jesus Christ. He is the Way and the Truth and the Life. If the disciples had known who Jesus really is, the Son of God, then they would have had no difficulty in knowing the Father. Philip asked the Lord to show them the Father. Jesus said, "Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father." The disciples had been with Jesus for this long time and had not yet grasped what He is all about. However, this would change completely when He arose from the dead. It was the purpose of Jesus that the Father be glorified through Him. Our purpose should also be to glorify God. The life of a Christian is not about you; it is about God being seen through you! We should have faith in Jesus, either because of what He said or because of the things He did. He is the Son of God! What a great thing we can do by telling others that Jesus is the Son of God and that this great truth has been proven with power by His resurrection from the death. As the Son of God Jesus is able to answer prayers that are prayed in His name and in accordance to His will.

Verses 15-24
Love leads to obedience -- John 14:15-24 : Now we come to recognize the path by which we enjoy God"s blessings. Jesus said, "If you love me, you will do as I command you." "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him." (John 14:21) Jesus promised the apostles that sense He would no longer be with them that He would send the Holy Spirit as a Comforter to them. The Comforter would come as a result of Jesus" praying to the Father. The Holy Spirit would be with the apostles as a "Strengthener." The true follower of Christ will see who He is and follow Him in loving obedience. A loving, obedient child receives his Father"s words, treasures them in his heart and lives them in his life. Jesus said, "If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father"s which sent me." (John 14:23-24)

Verses 25-31
True peace from the Lord -- John 14:25-31 : Jesus had spent over three years teaching the apostles concerning the will of God. Now the Father would send the Holy Spirit as a Comforter, Strengthener, or an Advocate. The Holy Spirit would cause the apostles to remember everything that Jesus had told them. Jesus did not want the apostles to be worried or afraid so He promised them a peace unlike anything that the world could give. Jesus told the apostles that if they really loved Him they should be glad He was going back to the Father. These things that Jesus was telling the apostles were to help them have strong faith. Jesus" death was essential but He did not want it to be a stumbling block to their faith. Jesus warned them, "The ruler of this world is coming; but he has no power over me." This could refer to the Roman government but more likely the reference is just to Satan himself. Satan is the prince of the power of the air. (Ephesians 2:2) He is the god of this world. (2 Corinthians 4:4) Through Jesus Christ Satan"s kingdom would suffer defeat. Jesus said, "I obey my Father, so that everyone in the world might know that I love him." Will you do the same?
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Introduction
Not This Man, But Barrabas
- John Eighteen -
Jesus went to a place where he had often been with His apostles. At this familiar place a familiar friend came to complete his betrayal of Jesus. He guided a group of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees to capture Jesus They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus boldly identified Himself to them. Concerning His apostles Jesus told these people, "If you are looking for me, then let these men go." It had been a part of Jesus" prayer that the apostles would be preserved and united. Peter attempted to defend Jesus by cutting a man"s ear off with a sword. The man"s name was Malchus. The Lord told Peter to put up his sword. Jesus was willing to die in our stead. Jesus was then carried from one mock trial to another. He was first brought to Annas. Later He was tried before Caiaphas, the High Priest that year. He advised that it would be good for one man to die for the people.

John gave us a look at Peter's sad denials of Jesus. Peter"s first denial was "I am not one of His disciples." Later he denied a second time. Then one said that he had seen Peter with Jesus in the garden. Peter denied that also. After Peter"s third denial the rooster crowed. The High Priest asked Jesus about His disciples. His reply was that He had taught people openly and that all should know about His disciples. An official slapped Jesus and rebuked Him saying, "Is this the way you answer the High Priest?" They had no right to smite Jesus because He had spoken the truth to them. Jesus was then sent to Caiaphas, the High Priest. Pilate wanted to free Jesus but he did not have the courage to do right. He asked Jesus "Are you the king of the Jews?" Jesus replied, "My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence." (John 18:36) Pilate asked the people if they wanted to release Jesus or Barabbas. They said, "No, not him! Give us Barabbas!"

Verses 1-11
Jesus betrayed and arrested in a garden -- John 18:1-11 : When Jesus ended that amazing prayer that is recorded in John 17:1-26 He and His disciples crossed the Kidron Valley and went into a garden. Jesus often met at this special place with His disciples. Now it would become a place for betrayal. Judas came to identify Jesus for the Roman officials. He went to the garden with some Roman soldiers and Temple police. They came to take Jesus with torches, lanterns, and weapons. Jesus identified Himself to them and asked them to allow His disciples to go free. When asked who are you looking for they said, "We are looking for Jesus from Nazareth!" It would be wonderful if people throughout the world were looking for Jesus of Nazareth to love and serve Him. Peter attempted to defend the Lord with a sword. He cut off Malchus" right ear. Jesus told him to put up the sword. The sword was not the answer.

Verses 12-18
Jesus is brought to Annas -- John 18:12-18 : In the peaceful garden Jesus was arrested and bound. Jesus faced several illegal, mock trials. He was first brought to Annas. Later Jesus was sent to Caiaphas who had told the Jews, "It is better if one person dies for the people." It was during this time that Peter"s denials of Jesus began. Peter had followed Jesus into the courtyard of the palace. Then the sadness of Peter began. A "damsel that kept the door" asked Peter, "Art not thou also one of this man"s disciples? He saith, "I am not." It was cold so Peter warmed himself at the Devil's fire and that led to more denials. Let us learn to never warm ourselves by Satan"s fire.

Verses 19-27
Jesus is questioned by the High Priest -- John 18:19-27 : The High Priest asked Jesus about His disciples. He likely was asking about their authority to do their work. Jesus said He taught openly and everyone should know and understand His disciples. Jesus taught openly and freely and with courage and so must we. We should all listen well and understand what Jesus says. Sadly when Jesus said they could asked those who heard Him what He taught one of the officers slapped Him and said, "That"s no way to talk to the high priest!" Jesus said, "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?" Jesus had done no wrong and He did not deserve to be smitten. At this point Jesus is sent to Caiaphas the high priest. While there Peter"s denials continue. While he warmed himself Peter again denied being a follower of Jesus. Peter denied it and said, "No, I am not!" "One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him?" Once more Peter denied it, and right then a rooster crowed.

Verses 28-40
Jesus is tried by Pilate -- John 18:28-40 : Jesus was dragged from one ungodly and illegal trial to another. They did not even have any real charges against Jesus. Pilate asked, "What charges are you bringing against this man?" The people said, "If he were not a criminal we would not have brought him to you." Pilate wanted to get Jesus off his hands by allowing the Jews to take Him and judge Him. The Jews did not have the power to put someone to death and they wanted Jesus killed. Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the king of the Jews?" Jesus was interested in knowing if Pilate really wanted to know this for himself or if he was just repeating what he had heard. Jesus informed Pilate, "My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence." (John 18:36) Jesus said He came to the world to tell the truth. Pilate admitted that he did not find guilt in Jesus. Yet he sentenced him to die by releasing Barabbas, a terrorist. Jesus would now face the death that was necessary for our atonement.
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Introduction
Jesus Is The Christ
- John Twenty -
The resurrection of Jesus proves that He is the Son of God. Paul wrote, "And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." (Romans 1:4) John twenty provides us with a look at Jesus" resurrection and an account of a few of His post resurrection appearances. It is true that He conquered the last enemy, death. Early on a Sunday morning Mary Magdalene came to Jesus" tomb and discovered that it was empty. She ran and told Peter and John. They came quickly to the tomb and found it empty and the grave clothes still there. Mary looked into the tomb and saw two angels. Jesus then appeared to her; at first she did not recognize Him. She then became the first to announce Jesus" resurrection. "Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her." (John 20:18) Jesus then appeared to His disciples but Thomas was not present. He showed them His hands and His side. A week later Jesus appeared again to the disciples and Thomas was present. When Thomas saw for himself he declared Jesus to be Lord and God. This chapter concludes by giving the purpose of this chapter and of all the writings of John. "And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name." (John 20:30-31)

Verses 1-10
The resurrection of Jesus and the empty tomb -- John 20:1-10 : Mark records, "Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils." (Mark 16:9) We also learn that Mary was not alone on that Sunday morning. "And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him." (Mark 16:1) When they came to the tomb they found the stone rolled away, the tomb empty and they soon knew that Jesus was resurrected. After not finding the body of Jesus Mary ran and told Peter and John. Peter and John found the grave empty and the grave clothes still there. They now are beginning to believe. Before they had not yet understood when Jesus spoke of His resurrection and they still did not fully understand that truth.

Verses 11-18
Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene -- John 20:11-18 : Mary returned to Jesus' tomb and this time she looked inside and saw two angels dressed in white. They asked her why she was weeping and then after their response she turned and saw Jesus. At first she did not recognize Him. Her eyes were blinded by the fact that she was certain that someone had taken His body away. When she recognized Jesus she called Him "Rabboni" which means Master or Teacher. Jesus told Mary that it was not necessary for her to cling to Him to see if He had a physical body. This was not talking about some casual touch because Thomas was allowed to touch Him. He wanted them to understand that He was not yet ascending to the Father but that He would ascend soon. Mary had the privilege of being the first to spread the good news about Jesus" resurrection. John wrote, "Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her." (John 20:18)

Verses 19-23
Jesus appeared to His disciples but Thomas is absent -- John 20:19-23 : The disciples gathered on the first day of the week. Fear of the Jewish leaders caused them to meet behind closed doors. Luke tells us they were discussing the resurrection of Jesus. (Luke 24:33-35) During this meeting Jesus appeared to them with the words, "Peace be with you!" When Jesus first appeared the disciples were frightened because they thought He was a spirit. (Luke 24:37) As Jesus showed the disciple His hands and side they became convinced that this was Jesus and that He had been resurrected. They were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Jesus promised the disciples "peace" and gave them a "commission." He said, "Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you." It is no surprise that Jesus can provide peace because he is the "Prince of Peace." Isaiah wrote, "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6) Jesus breathed on the apostle and said unto them, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." This was the same promise as found in Acts 1:4-5. "And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." The promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost of which we have the record in Acts 2:1-47. In order for the apostles to be correct in their remitting or retaining sins, it was necessary for them to be inspired of the Holy Spirit. This explains why they must wait in Jerusalem for that power.

Verses 24-31
Jesus appeared to His disciples and Thomas is present -- John 20:24-31 : The reason is unknown, but for whatever reason Thomas was not present the first time Jesus appeared to the disciples after His resurrection. As proof that He had actually been raised Jesus had shown the disciples His hands and his side. They told Thomas, "We have seen the Lord!" His response was, "Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe." (John 20:25) A week later his disciples were together again and Jesus appeared with the same greeting, "Peace be with you!" He told Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Thomas saw the wounds and knew that it could only be Jesus. Thomas and the other disciples had the advantage of knowing Jesus had arisen by seeing His wounds. But, "blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." John wrote the things that He did with the ultimate purpose in mind of giving the believers spiritual life and salvation through the name of Jesus.

21 Chapter 21 

Introduction
Useful In The Lord"s Work
- John Twenty One -
John 21:1-25 allows us to observe another appearance of Jesus to the apostles. Peter led several of the apostles on a fishing trip. It is of interest that Jesus found them now as He had at the beginning. They were doing the work of a fisherman. At first they did not recognize Jesus. John said that it was the Lord on the shore. Then Peter casted himself into the sea and went to Him. Jesus told the fishermen to cast their net on the right side of the boat. They caught 153 great fish. When the disciples brought their fish to shore the Lord was there with some fish already cooked. These men had all run away when Jesus was tried but now He is again in fellowship with them. This is seen in Jesus" words, "Come and dine."
Peter is restored to fellowship with the Lord. He is commanded to feed the Lord"s sheep. This is Peter"s commission to be the apostle to the Jews. The Lord asked him, "Lovest thou me more than these?" Peter had boasted that even if the others denied the Lord he would not. But God knew the facts. Peter is humbled by his personal fall and amazed at the grace of God. He will no longer have confidence in himself. His confidence will now be in God. What Peter had promised to do and could not, he would now do; he would follow Christ to prison and to death.

In John 21:25 we are again reminded that the works of Jesus could not be numbered. "And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen."
Verses 1-3
Peter said, "I am going fishing" -- John 21:1-3 : God blessed us to observe another of Jesus" appearances to His disciples. He appeared this time to them by the Sea of Galilee. Peter, along with some of the other disciples went fishing. In that number were Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John and two other of Jesus" disciples. The disciples had been supported by the people before Jesus" crucifixion. Now that support had ended. These men now go back to earn a livelihood. That night they worked hard but caught nothing. God had arranged it that way. This made Jesus" miracle stand out even more.

Verses 4-14
Jesus prepared breakfast -- John 21:4-14 : The disciples had fished that night and caught nothing. Early the next morning Jesus stood on the shore. They did not recognize Jesus. He told them to throw their net on the right side of the ship. When they did they caught 153 very large fish. John said "It is the Lord." As quick as Peter heard this he wrapped his outer garment around and jumped in the water and went to Jesus. One the shore Jesus had a fire with some fish and bread cooked. He also told them to bring some of the fish that they caught. None of the disciples dared to ask Him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Jesus. This was the third time Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection.

Verses 15-19
Jesus reinstates Peter -- John 21:15-19 : Jesus said to Peter, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?" Likely Jesus was asking Peter if he loved Him more than the others did. He might have possibly been asking Peter if He loved Him more than he loved the boats and the material things. Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him. In his answer Peter used a much weaker word that meant "I love you and you are a good man." Jesus commissioned Peter to Feed His sheep. Peter denied the Lord three times. Now Peter confessed Him three times. The last times Jesus asked Peter do you like Me and Peter said yes Lord I like you! Jesus told Peter that He knew that he would love Him enough to be led away and die for Him. Through his death Peter would glorify God. Jesus told Peter and also tells us "Follow Me!"

Verses 20-25
What about John and what John wrote -- John 21:20-25 : Peter asked Jesus about John. Jesus told Peter that John"s life did not concern him. Jesus told Peter "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me." This statement caused the rumor to spread among the believers that John would not die. This John is the disciple who wrote these things down in this book. John wrote, "And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen." (John 21:25) These things about Jesus are written. Now, "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand." (Revelation 1:3)

